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“Wičhayunini Wahokuŋwičhakhiya,” A Letter by Black Elk in Iapi Oaye
Bureau of Catholic Indian Missions Records, Series 14-1 Collected Publications
A letter to the Dakota-Lakota people published in Iapi Oaye, Presbyterian Mission, Yankton Indian Reservation, Greenwood,
Dakota Territory, Vol. 14, no. 2 (February 1885): 1; published online by the Minnesota Digital Library:
http://reflections.mndigital.org/cdm/ref/collection/p16022coll2/id/13467.

Word Carrier: Please allow me to share a word with you, that is why I write this to you. There is something
that I am thinking about, that is why I say this. Way back when this teaching (law) was growing, God told the
people about something that I remember. This is when the earth shook and God taught the people on earth by
disturbing (their lives). I believe this to be so. Also we saw a star here and there differently. I saw this as
another one. We also have seen a strong wind and experienced it in a terrible way. I consider this as another
one. Then the earth broke into pieces so there were a lot of cliffs that developed. I consider this another one.
Then many people spoke different languages. I consider this another one. Then for a while women did not
have good pregnancies. I consider this another one. And that is why, my relatives, those of you who see this
book (Bible) whose relatives do not abide by these laws God taught the people on earth by disturbing (their
lives). In the same manner, it is necessary to have the people follow the laws closely. Life on earth is very
close now (the end) I believe, and that is why.
Black Elk, He le iyaksapa [He who gives counsel)].
Original
Iapi Oaye (Iyapi O´aye): Itȟo iyapi waŋži onaȟ’uŋ čhiyiŋ kta wačhiŋ, čha he’uŋ wowapi čhič’u welo. Taku
waŋži awačhamiŋ yuŋkȟaŋ he ’uŋ hepȟe yelo. Hekta makȟa akaŋ wo’opȟe ki le ičhaǧe čiŋ hehaŋ
Wakȟaŋtȟaŋka oyate ki taku waŋži iwahowičhaye k’uŋ he weksuya. Yuŋkȟaŋ makȟa ki nahuŋhuŋzahaŋ,
yuŋkȟaŋ he Wakȟaŋtȟaŋka oyate makȟa akaŋ uŋ pi ki wičhayunini wahokuŋwičhakhiya sečečha wala. Nakuŋ
wičaȟpi waŋžigži tȟokeča waŋ’uŋyaŋkapi , yuŋkȟaŋ he nakuŋ waŋži wala. Nakuŋ tȟate waŋžigži theȟika
waŋ’uŋyaŋka pi yuŋkȟaŋ he nakuŋ waŋži wala. Hehaŋl nakuŋ makȟa ki bleblečahaŋ čhaŋkhe lehaŋl maya
ota, yuŋkȟaŋ he waŋži wala. Hehaŋl wičhaša ki ota oyate tȟokeča iyapi. He nakuŋ waŋži wala. Hehaŋl nakuŋ
hehaŋ wiŋyaŋ ki tuweni zaniya čhiŋčatȟuŋ šni, yunkȟaŋ he nakuŋ waŋži wala. Yuŋkȟaŋ he’uŋ mitakuyepi
wowapi ki le tona walakapi ki nitakuyepi tona wo’opȟe awačhiŋ šni ki hena Wakȟaŋtȟaŋka wičhaša
wičhayunini wahokuŋwičhakhiya sečečha, iyečhel nitakuyepi ki wo’opȟe ki lila ečuŋ wičhkhiya pi iyečheča
wala. Wana makȟa akaŋ wičho’ičhaǧe ki khiyela sečečha wala, čha he’uŋ hepȟelo.
Black Elk, He le iyaksapa
Translated by Deacon Ben Black Bear, Jr., St. Francis, Rosebud Indian Reservation, South Dakota, October 2015; requested by the
Marquette University Archives.
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WILD WEST SHOW
Buffalo Bill's Wild West Show, Manchester, England

February 15, 1888

I was part of this show that I will tell you about. I keep the natural laws of goodness with
me always as much as I keep the Great Spirit with me in all I do. This show goes on day
and night; until 2 o'clock in the morning, and when it’s over, I am tired but still keep the
Great Spirit very close to me always; in that way I will do all that is needed to be done here.
Come here, my Lakota relatives, this is how I learned the ways of the white man, the way
they live and how they do things. Likewise, if I do all these things in one spirt of
goodness, then it is really good. Whoever lives according to do only goodness in all they
do is very good, in the spirit of the Great Spirit, that is what I mean. But some of the
white man’s ways are not good, some very harsh. And even if there is no work here, do
what is necessary; there is lots to be done doing what is of value and sacred. Even though
some may be without land, survival is of importance. I am over here for three years now.
So, I have learned to speak English a few words at a time now, and recently a friend of
mine sent me a letter which made me very happy to be able to read it. I think the white
man can also learn to speak Lakota too, which will be a good thing.
On this part of the earth it is somewhat different; every day is dark. It is always smoky
here, so we never see the sun. I am here for 3 years now. Then this month of February 7,
1888, a woman had given birth; her name was Sleep Walks and her father's name was
Little Chief. On this day, they were going to baptize her. On February 15, at 7 o'clock,
she has given this honor to her child. So, with a good heart I am telling you these things.

C. Black Elk, Hehaka Sapa

Iapi_Oaye_18-12_1889-12_He aka_Sapa_Wohdaka trans.

Translated by Deacon Ben Black Bear, Jr., St. Francis, Rosebud Indian Reservation, South Dakota,
June 2017; requested by the Marquette University Archives.
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A Pastoral Letter by Nick Black Elk in Šinasapa Wocekine Taeyanpaha
Bureau of Catholic Indian Missions Records, Series 14-1 Collected Publications
A pastoral letter by Nick Black Elk written at Holy Rosary Mission, Pine Ridge Indian Reservation, South Dakota, no date; published
in Šinasapa Wocekine Taeyanpaha, St. Michael’s Mission, Fort Totten, Fort Totten Indian Reservation, North Dakota 10, no. 6
(January 15, 1907): 4. Translated from Lakota to English by Patricia Catches the Enemy, Pine Ridge Indian Reservation, South
Dakota, January 2019; requested by Holy Rosary Mission. Source: Marquette University, Bureau of Catholic Indian Missions
Records (Series 14-1 General Publications, Šinasapa Wocekine Taeyanpaha, Box 25 Folder 18, Microfilm reel 18)

HOLY ROSARY MISSION, PINE RIDGE AGENCY, S.D.
My Relatives, On this day the Catholic community will come together to have a meeting in a good way
and has invited all common folks to come and gather with a prayer. All are having a poor start because
everyone is poor so the church is having a hard time; in that way they can not have a community building so it
is with their intention for all of us as Catholics to come together and see what we can to do for each other. We
are one community and we have a single purpose, so as Catholics we work together; we are raised as Lakota
Catholics helping one another and that is what we all know and understand that this is what we do. This is the
way Jesus told us to do, for one another.
Lastly, there is only·one important law, to love one another; So then, we have always known one basic
law that we have heard over and over, that a good man always has the Great Spirit in our hearts toward one
another and be thankful for each other; so for you we are here, we are all related. Take the shawls and the
strings of a head dress and give them to me and I will sell them for pennies so that we, the common man, can
build a prayer house. The future generations will continue to live this way and know the importance of it and
will move it forward. As Lakota so too the Jesuit community when they are called upon this earth they go to
places, leave everything and come here and some suffer so; it is with this in mind that I ask you to seek this
way for whatever you can do. Our Father, his son and the Holy Ghost in his holy name.
I am one of your relatives.
N. W. Black Elk
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A Pastoral Letter by Nick Black Elk in Šinasapa Wocekine Taeyanpaha
Bureau of Catholic Indian Missions Records, Series 14-1 Collected Publications
A pastoral letter by Nick Black Elk, undated; published in Šinasapa Wocekine Taeyanpaha, St. Michael’s Mission, Fort Totten, Fort
Totten Indian Reservation, North Dakota, date unknown, possibly from a missing issue in 1908, 1913, or 1916. He discusses the
prospect of building a new church, based on information from Fr. Lindebner (died 1922). A new Manderson church was built in 1911.
Translated from Lakota to English under Michael F. Steltenkamp, S.J.

When you are to have a meeting remember to pray [invocation] first. That way you will gain wisdom
from God, and God will help you in whatever your needs are. Remember that. Although we are poor, we can
count on God's blessing. They are going to build a new church. The one building we have will become a
meeting house, and Fr. Lindebner told me that somebody donated a lot of money, so they are going to start
building St. Agnes Church. And what we should do is start discussing the future.
Throughout the reservation all Catholic members discuss what should be done for their own district
societies, have realized that everyone has a deep faith in God. This I found out. When I was visiting a neighbor
of mine, all the other people didn't bother talking with me. But this one girl wanted to know about God, so I sat
down with her and we prayed the rosary—one bead at a time. And in a very short while, she was able to say the
rosary.
Remember that I am just a common man like you. But I was installed as a catechist and I have received
instructions. And with those instructions that I have received, this what I am doing. I am a Catechist and that job
is to pray with people—teaching them how to pray—that is what I am doing. So if I should come to your house,
don't be afraid of me—because I am one of you.
In the generations to come, we should tell the younger generation about the St. Joseph and St. Mary
society, we have learned that this is the organization of the Holy Family. In the Bible, Jesus told us that "You
should love your neighbor as you love Me." So remember if you get in trouble with your neighbor, remember
that God has said, "Love your neighbor." So whatever you have said or if you have done some bad thing to
them, go over there and please tell them you are sorry. I will now close here. In closing I will say to you: May
the Father, and the Son, and with the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And I remain, Nick Black Elk
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A Pastoral Letter by Black Elk in Šinasapa Wocekine Taeyanpaha
Bureau of Catholic Indian Missions Records, Series 14-1 Collected Publications
A pastoral letter by Nick Black Elk written at Manderson, Pine Ridge Indian Reservation, South Dakota, undated; published in
Šinasapa Wocekine Taeyanpaha, St. Michael’s Mission, Fort Totten, Fort Totten Indian Reservation, North Dakota, Vol. 10, no.
8 (March 15, 1907): 2. Translated from Lakota to English under Michael F. Steltenkamp, S.J.

Manderson S. Dak.
Since the last Sioux Congress and at the present time, I have visited the Rosebud Reservation. The
people there told me that they want churches built on their own districts. I was pleased to hear these people are
interested in God. As I was present there, they took up a collection for me, and these people donated to me.
Louis Bourdeaux $10.00
$1.00
Agnes Bourdeaux
Mrs. Bourdeaux
1.00
Frank Bourdeaux
1.00
Thomas Bourdeaux 1.00
Zintkalalutawin*
1.00 (*=Red Bird Woman)
Alex Bourdeaux
10.00
Sintemaza*
.25 (*= Iron Tail)
Eugene Little
2.00
Wicahpiluta*
.25 (*=Red Star)
James Bourdeaux
1.00
Tasunkeluzahan*
.25 (*=Swift Horse)
Leo Hawkman
5.00
Joseph Garnea
.25
Mannie Coro
6.00
Sitomniska*
1.00 (*=White All Over)
Chas Bourdeaux
1.50
Heyokasica*
2.00 (*=Bad Thunder Dreamer)
I thank these people for doing a great deed for me. I know all these came from God. I spoke mainly on
Jesus-- when he was on earth, the teachings and his sufferings. I myself do a lot of these things. I suffer and I try
to teach my people the things that I wanted them to learn, but its never done.
In my sufferings, my eyes are failing, and also my health is failing. So I will tell you that all of you
(and myself), we are like sheep among the wolves ready to be eaten up. And you know when one sheep is
surrounded by wolves, it has no place to go. That's how we are. We are ready to be eaten up.
So my friends and relatives, we should stand together and do what is right and be patient. That way the
Saviour has something good for us all the time.
These people want to accept God and they ask me to get a catechist in these communities. So I told them
that the districts of our reservation have catechists... and that these people pray on Sundays when the priest is
not around.
I will encourage you people that you donate at least a penny to these catechists, so that they can continue
on their work in the name of God. While we're still living on earth, we should be thankful to God for putting us
here on this earth. And God has promised us a place when we die, and I'm pretty sure he'll never forget us.
Nick N, Black Elk

Source: Marquette University, Bureau of Catholic Indian Missions Records (Series 14-1 General Publications, Šinasapa Wocekine
older 18, Microfilm reel 18)
Taeyanpaha, Box
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A Pastoral Letter by Nick W. Black Elk in Sinasapa Wocekiye Taeyanpaha
Nicholas Black Elk Collection, Series 1, Letters by Black Elk
A pastoral letter by Nick W. [William] Black Elk written at St. Agnes Church, Pine Ridge Indian Reservation, Manderson, South
Dakota, January 26, 1908 · published in Sinasapa Wocekiye Taeyanpaha, St. Michael 's Mission, Fort Totten Indian Reservation , Fort
Totten, North Dakota, Vol. 12, no. 7 (February 15, 1908): Verso of supplement without pagination. Translated from Lakota to English
by Deacon Ben Black Bear, St. Francis Mission, Rosebud Indian Reservation, St. Francis, South Dakota, 2017. At this time, Black Elk
often signed his name with his middle initial of "W" for William.

Announcer.
This winter they had Christmas here and there, and they had Mass at each place and many people
participated in these. On Dec. 20 he made them make a meeting house in White Clay. I said prayers at Angel
church on December 22nd. That day Fr. Westropp came. 111 ate and in the evening they had Christmas tree
(celebration). They helped Fr. Westropp as much as they can and they helped me with $1.88. I gave a talk and
in the morning Fr. Westropp said Mass and many people came to holy communion. They donated $66.60. On
Dec. 23 I went to the hill in the trees and they did a great honoring of me. Fr. Westropp came at 4:00pm. They
sang outside and in the morning they honored him. That day they had Christmas dinner. There were 173. They
donated $148.75 and they helped me with $2.00. That night they had Christmas tree (celebration). The
following were baptized: Julia Holy Bird, 15 years old, Mary Skunkchild, 18 years old, Alice Redhedge, 18
years old. Next day Fr. Westropp said mass and many people received holy communion.
On the evening of December 24, we gave great honor to our Savior. Next morning they had a Christmas
dinner. 130 participated. And they had a Christmas tree (celebration). I gave teachings there. They donated
$40.04. They helped me with 50 cents.
On December 27 Mr. Westropp said mass at St. Peter's church, and they had a Christmas tree
(celebration) and a feed. I gave a teaching there. That morning they had a Mass and many received holy
communion.
At Wolf Creek on December 29, they had Christmas tree (celebration) and feed. 96 participated. I gave
a teaching there. Fr. Westropp came there. Donations were $57.25. They donated $4.36 to me to build
churches.
At White River on Dec. 30, Father Westropp and I came there. 85 people had a Christmas tree
(celebration) and ate dinner and I gave some teachings. Donations were $29.10. They had Mass.
I went with Fr. Westropp to St. Paul's church on Jan. 1 and had Mass. Louis Mousseau and Alice Iron
Cloud were married in the church. That day Fr. Westropp and I came back to St. Agnes church and they had New
Year’s celebration. The following were baptized: Frank Kicking Bear, age 20, Agnes Big Road, age 18, George
Big Road age 4, Moses Spotted Owl, age 3.
On the Pine Ridge Reservation where the Catholics were they worshipped God in a great way this year.
My relatives, hold strong to the faith. That way you will have help. Because wherever God is, many things will
grow. On the Pine Ridge Reservation at Wounded Knee they will build a church. They have built a very good
meeting hall. The church will be named after St. Emma. Have mercy on us and help us with funds. I will keep
you informed in the future. Willie Blacktail Deer's child, Moses was baptized. William Thunder Horse, age 4
broke his back. And two years later he again got sick. He started coughing and he said I will pray to mother and
he did pray. His name is Moses. May you have hope.
Nick W. Black Elk.
1

Source: Marquette University, Bureau of Catholic Indian Missions Records, Series 14-1 General Publications, Sinasapa Wocekiye
Taeyanpaha, Oversize 03-02, Microfilm reel 19.
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A pastoral letter by Nicholas Black Elk written at Manderson, Pine Ridge Indian Reservation, South
Dakota, April 21, 1907; published in Šinasapa Wocekine Taeyanpaha, St. Michael’s Mission, Fort
Totten, Fort Totten Indian Reservation, North Dakota, Vol. 10, no. 11 (June 15, 1907). Translated at the
request of Holy Rosary Mission by Patricia Catches the Enemy, Pine Ridge Indian Reservation, SD.

My friends and relatives.

Manderson, South Dakota

April 21, 1907

Now is the time that we Catholics everywhere must come together and remember that
as our Savior has shown us a way, to remind ourselves and grow to ever live like him; to
remember to be careful (vigilant) at all times. When you have received the sacred sacraments,
you are a child of God. When you become God’s children, live the way he wants us to live, to
be patient and honest as you can with yourself. In this way, as a child of God, you will go to
heaven because you are living as God has instructed you to do. We must remind ourselves
this very thing at all times, and to stay away from things that are bad for you. And also keep
faithful to the sacraments close within you so they will protect you against evil.
God is ever merciful; God is all intelligent, and most holy, very good, very powerful,
most merciful, is eternal and he alone is most powerful, and he is our Father; that is why we
must respect (love) his words and way of life at all times. Should you live this way, you will be
strengthened by his teachings; because our Creator’s son, our Savior came to earth and saved
his children. In that way, in the future, generations may live with the forgiveness of sin and
carry on the sacredness of his ways. And so from that as we come this far, it is important to
listen to your father’s teachings, honor them and pray often; pray every day, depend on Him.
This is why I am telling you these things.
On April 23 is when Edward Janis died; It is hard to believe he is dead; this man was built
largely, he weighed 260 lbs, his shoe size was 7, he was a strong man. Because he was built
like this, when he died it seemed hard to believe because it was so unexpected. He was from
the Slim Buttes community. My nephew was someone very dependable and trustworthy.
Then on April 16, it was George Charging died. (My) nephew was very dependable but
we lost him too. This young man was tall, his shoe size was seven and a half. Now, it was hard
to believe that these young men lived and suddenly died. He was from the Wounded Knee
community.
So my relatives, I am telling you this so remember what I say to you. Those of you who
are in the St. Joseph and the St. Mary Society, read or teach yourselves to read, study the bible
and hold on to it strongly. In the past three years, every week I talk to you of the word of God
all the time; that his word is forever and we must keep faithful to him; so when things
become hard for you, your trust/faith will not be shaken but depend on him.
Nick Black ELK

---->
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A Pastoral Letter by Nick Black Elk in Šinasapa Wocekine Taeyanpaha
Bureau of Catholic Indian Missions Records, Series 14-1 Collected Publications
A pastoral letter by Nick Black Elk written at Manderson, Pine Ridge Indian Reservation, South Dakota, October 20, 1907; published
in Šinasapa Wocekine Taeyanpaha, St. Michael’s Mission, Fort Totten, Fort Totten Indian Reservation, North Dakota, Vol. 11, no. 5
(December 15, 1907): 4. Translated from Lakota to English under Michael F. Steltenkamp, S.J. and Patricia Catches the Enemy.

We started the St. Joseph Society here and decided to select people into these positions every year. They are:
Joseph Spotted Tail, (Chief) President
Adam Lone Elk, Alternate James
Black Bear, Treasurer
John Lone Goose, Chiefs’ Bonnet Keeper
Sam Wears Black Shoes, Secretary
John Eagle Elk, Door Keeper
Jerome Little Elk, Opening Prayer
William Thunderhorse, Song peparer
Henry Weasel, Funeral Arranger
St. Joseph Health Issues Committee are: Charlie Hollow Horn, John Plenty Wolf, Alfred Black Bear, William
Black Tail, Frank Kicking Bear, Leonard Foolish Woman, Moves Camp
My relatives, These people will carry forward as Gods’ community, to pray and work together, to become
strong in our faith and help one another in prayer and support for our future.
Last May, Edward White Crow lost his wife. And at that wake I said these words: My friends and
relatives and St. Joseph and St. Mary Society present. What I want to tell the mourners is this. Every one of us
has to die some day and we are not going to live for a long time because God has sent us on this earth for a short
time. But what I want to tell you is: have faith in God and remember to go to church every Sunday because this
is where you can gain wisdom. And when you pray to God, all your sorrows and whatever that comes your way
will disappear, because God is there to help you.
This woman was very active in the St. Mary's Society. So now she has gained the gates of heaven
because she has worked very hard for God. Now what I'm going to say again is this: that Julia White Crow was a
very kind woman. I saw her work many times, and she tried her best to do what she was supposed to be doing—
sewing, and helping out in the meetings, cooking—and we are going to miss this woman because God has called
her. God the Father, and Jesus Christ—I pray to them often that St. Joseph's and St Mary's Society will never
fade away. Some day this is going to happen because the present generation is beginning to turn. But let us train
our younger ones to continue on the work that we've been doing. I am very old now and my days are numbered.
So my friends and relatives, what I'd like to say is, at least, God have pity on you during your mourning.
And last July I went to Indianapolis, Indiana. There I met with the White people in a meeting and I was
really glad that I have heard and seen with my own eyes the things that they are doing. And we should do the
same thing here, but it is very hard for us to do the things that the white people are doing because we have very
few things to work with. But again, we must depend on God to help us. My friends and relatives I speak to you
from the bottom of my heart. Please try and do the things that we're supposed to do. Let us not forget the main
person—that is Wakan Tanka [God]. And the priest or the bishop has told us that we are never to be afraid
because God is always with us.
Now last September 20th, I went on a trip again. This time to Montana where they called me and invited
me to go there. And it was difficult for me [because they spoke a different language]. But they have organized a
St. Joseph and a St. Mary Society, and I was really glad that these people, too, were interested in the
organization. And I spoke at that meeting and congratulated them because they, too, have interest in the great
family, the Holy Family. So I will now close. You should all pray and always remember to pray for each other.
I am,
Nick Black Elk
Source: Marquette University, Bureau of Catholic Indian Missions Records (Series 14-1 General Publications Šinasapa
Taeyanpaha Wocekine Box 25 Folder 18, Microfilm reel 18)
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A pastoral letter by Nick Black Elk at Manderson, Pine Ridge Indian Reservation, South Dakota, undated; published in Šinasapa
Wocekine Taeyanpaha, St. Michael’s Mission, Fort Totten, Fort Totten Indian Reservation, North Dakota Vol. 12, no. 12 (July 15,
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I will be going on a journey to Wyoming, the land of the Arapahoes. We are bringing Good News [about
Jesus Christ] to these people—I and Joe Red Willow. They have selected us to go to the Araphahoes. We are
invited by the majority of the people, and we had a really big meeting with the Arapahoes and what they want to
know about is the St. Joseph and St. Mary's Societies. So we did the best we can. We told the Arapaho people
that we, too, are very poor, and that there is no difference between them and us because we are both Indians.
And they asked me to say a few words to the members there, so I told them about the St. Joseph and the St.
Mary's organization. First how to conduct a meeting. And then I told them about the order of the meeting: that
you've got to have a president, a vice-president, a secretary, treasurer, a critic, and a doorkeeper. And then they
were so enthused that they are going to start their own St. Joseph and St. Mary Society there. And then they
asked me how they should pray, so this is what I said to them. When you say the Our Father, remember that
there is one Father and one Son. This is what you've got to believe. And after my talk, they were so interested so
they want us to go back to the land of the Arapahoes again, in the near future.
What they want to know is how to pray. So I asked Fr. Westropp to send our prayer-books so they can
translate in their own language [Arapaho]. Then they will have a prayer-book. While I was talking, I was
talking in my own native [Lakota Sioux] language and Mr. Red Willow was translating my talk [into English
for retranslation into Arapaho] because I do not talk English well. I know a few words and that is it.
The next thing that I will be talking about is how to elect officers. And we told them that you select a
person who is worthy-- that has knowledge of being a leader, and that's the person that you select. And the vice
president is the same way, in case the president is not there, then the vice will be there to take over. And the
next position is the secretary. The secretary is to keep the minutes. And I told them that whatever they say are
the main points that's what the secretary should write down and make it a good minutes. And a treasurer is
responsible for all of the money that's been collected so as to keep an account and report this at each meeting. A
critic is a person that if a person gets out of line, he should correct them and still accept it. And a doorkeeper is
to shake his hand, then he will close the door and charge a fee for opening the door again. This is the
organization of the St. Joseph and St. Mary society. They had a big election of officers while we were there.
Andrew Jackson, president; Alfonso Goes In Lodge, vice president; Mr. Big Head is treasurer; Black Coal is
secretary; Alfonso Moss, catechist.
The next Catholic Congress is in Rosebud. These officials are planning to come there, and to get more
ideas while the meeting is going on. And there's many people who are suffering. The superior [of St. Francis
Mission] told me to help these people and I went to every lodge, to help them. Fr. Westropp came by and talked
to me about going back to the Arapaho. And he said he had received a new donation to build a church and a
meeting house and I was really glad that they are beginning to take hold of their own and I hope in the near
future that they start organizing and do the things that we are doing over here. So Fr. Westropp has told me that
we are going to install some more catechists in our area, the Pine Ridge Reservation. The place where they are
JRLQJWRLQVWDOOWKHVHQHZFDWHFKLVWVLVDW6W3DXO VLQ3RUFXSLQH'LVWULFW6RQRZ,ZLOOFORVHP\WDONDQGZLVK
\RXWKHEHVWDQG,ZLOOVKDNHP\KDQGIURPWKHERWWRPRIP\KHDUWDQG,ZLOOUHPDLQDV\RXUIULHQG
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A Pastoral Letter by Nick Black Elk in Šinasapa Wocekine Taeyanpaha
Bureau of Catholic Indian Missions Records, Series 14-1 Collected Publications

A pastoral letter by Nick Black Elk written at Manderson, Pine Ridge Indian Reservation, South Dakota, November 2, 1911;
published in Šinasapa Wocekine Taeyanpaha at St. Michael’s Mission, Fort Totten Indian Reservation, Fort Totten, North Dakota,
Vol. 16, no. 6 (January 15, 1912): 4. Translated by Deacon Ben Black Bear, Jr., St. Francis Mission, Rosebud Indian Reservation, St.
Francis, South Dakota, 2018. Bracketed information denote clarifications by the translator.

Oct. 11 Jennie C. Face. This woman had a wonderful family, all defenders of the faith. She has completed
everything according to God’s will. And she died a happy death. Oct. 9. Joseph Knee died. This old man
since he turned to God loved God through prayer. And has lived honorably and has in that way gone to his
reward. Oct. 29. Mary Eagle Elk has died. This woman had a good family [life], lived according to her faith,
and lived well according to God’s will. And has now gone to the other side. Nov. 25th. Mary White-Man’sHand-Woman, mother and elderly, has died. She honored God, received well all the sacraments. So she has
now left behind all suffering and went to the good life. My relatives these [people] have attained eternal life,
please remember them in your prayers.
I am working in a difficult area, because of the great love (of people) in times of death. Die to your old self [old
sins], and live the new life Jesus gave you. That way you will receive help and there will be love. That is it.
Then those of you who make announcements, remember your words. Your speech is all good but, your actions
do not reflect the words. That is why relatives, be united, [as one church] you cannot divide the church. God
wants a united church. There is only one church. There is only one God, there is only one savior. There is only
one Holy Spirit. That’s why we have only one faith. We only have one body, we have only one life and one
spirit. There are three [persons] but we have only one [God]. That is why if one has only one [united] faith,
will have one victory. That is all. Read this carefully. I remember all of you Catholics and I shake all your
hands. This is your friend, N. Black Elk.
Source: Marquette University, Bureau of Catholic Indian Missions Records, Series 14-1 General Publications, Šinasapa Wocekine
Taeyanpaha, Oversize 04-02, Microfilm reel 19.

unyuhapi; hecel on tuwa ikluwanjila kin woohiye yuhe kta

----->
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A Pastoral Letter by Nick Black Elk in Šinasapa Wocekine Taeyanpaha
Bureau of Catholic Indian Missions Records, Series 14-1 Collected Publications
A pastoral letter by Nick Black Elk written at Manderson, Pine Ridge Indian Reservation, South Dakota, undated; published in
Šinasapa Wocekine Taeyanpaha, St. Michael’s Mission, Fort Totten, Fort Totten Indian Reservation, North Dakota, Vol. 13, no. 12
(July 15, 1909): 3. Translated from Lakota to English under Michael F. Steltenkamp, S.J.

I have seen a number of different people—the ordinary people living on this earth—the Arapaho, the
Shoshoni, the Omaha, the tribe living in California and Florida, the Rosebud, the Cheyenne River Sioux tribe,
the Standing Rock, and our own, the Oglalas. The White men living in all these places—I have said prayers for
their tribe. I'm really moved that I was able to travel to those places and meet people that are very friendly.
What I'm going to tell you now is that at the upcoming Catholic Sioux Congress, the people will be coming and
telling you what a great job you have done. In all these, good things come from God because of your faith. The
United States—All the people should have faith in God. We all suffer in this land. But let me tell you, God has
a special place for us when our time has come.
All of us belong to the Church that you and I are baptized into. Let us remember that we only can gain
what we ask of God. The priest has the wisdom to stand before you and inform you what God can do for you.
The Son of God came to this earth for us and shed his blood for us and we shouldn't waste his blood, because he
created us. We must all sweat and tire for our own good—by working for ourselves and making a living. If we
don't sweat and tire, then we cannot live. When God came on this earth, He sweat and He got tired, and he
brought good news also.
Last March 17, Jonnie Black Elk, 4 years old*, died quietly. I have lost a good boy. May 18, Sam
Big Road and his wife were baptized and were married in the Church. This is really good.
The last thing I'm going to say is that I have tried my best to do what God tells me to do. All of you are
my friends and my relatives. Please pray for me, and I shake your hand from the bottom of my heart.
Nick Black Elk
Source: Marquette University, Bureau of Catholic Indian Missions Records (Series 14-1 General Publications, Šinasapa Wocekine
Taeyanpaha, Box 25 Folder 19, Microfilm reel 19)

* Note: Black Elk's son John died of tuberculosis in 1909 at age 14. The Lakota text should have been written
"waniyetu aketopa" (fourteen winters) rather than "waniyetu topa" (four winters.)

--->
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A Pastoral Letter by Nick Black Elk in Šinasapa Wocekine Taeyanpaha
Bureau of Catholic Indian Missions Records, Series 14-1 Collected Publications
A pastoral letter by Nick Black Elk written at Manderson, Pine Ridge Indian Reservation, South Dakota, October 18, 1909; published
in Šinasapa Wocekine Taeyanpaha, St. Michael’s Mission, Fort Totten, Fort Totten Indian Reservation, North Dakota, Vol. 14, no. 4
(November 15, 1909): 4. Translated from Lakota to English under Michael F. Steltenkamp, S.J.

I will tell you something about what I have been writing in the newspaper. I've been telling you about
God and all His works and how we could all be involved. We should all support each other—in the St. Joseph
Society, or helping others like cutting wood or helping haul water.
The Apostolic Delegate in Washington, D.C., is a very nice and holy man. His name is Fr. Ketcham
[William H. Ketcham]. They called a big meeting and at this meeting, there was a big occasion that happened.
He recognized us as catechists—helping the priests and helping our own people.
The children that are coming up as adults should be taught what is right and what is wrong. If we don't
teach them, then these children will not learn anything about God, and also the commandments. So teach your
children. And if you need information, ask me or ask the Father.
My friends and relatives: You should set aside a date when you could call me or the Father and have a
family to come together and pray. Then, if you don't know the prayers, I or the Father, whoever is around, could
tell you or give you some books or something that you can pray with.
Children must learn that they must first learn to pray. First they must learn who God is, and who the
Holy Spirit is. All these things should be taught. When I was given this job I did not want it, but you people
have encouraged me to take on this job. So that's why I'm doing this—for your own good—so I need your help.
When I come to your house to pray, please have everyone there so I may be able to teach you something about
God.
I will now close here that you remember to donate .25. That will help us to build a new church and a
meeting house in the near future. In closing my friends and relatives, I will remember you in my prayers. Also
pray for me.
Nick Black Elk
Source: Marquette University, Bureau of Catholic Indian Missions Records (Series 14-1 General Publications, Šinasapa Wocekine
Taeyanpaha, Box 25 Folder 19, Microfilm reel 19)
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A Pastoral Letter by Nick Black Elk in Šinasapa Wocekine Taeyanpaha
Bureau of Catholic Indian Missions Records, Series 14-1 Collected Publications
A pastoral letter by Nick Black Elk written at St. Agnes Church, Pine Ridge Indian Reservation, Manderson, South Dakota, April 1,
1913; published in Šinasapa Wocekine Taeyanpaha at St. Michael’s Mission, Fort Totten Indian Reservation Fort Totten, North
Dakota, Vol. 17, no. 9 (April 15, 1913): 4. Translated from Lakota to English by Deacon Ben Black Bear, Jr., St. Francis Mission,
Rosebud Indian Reservation, St. Francis, South Dakota, with clarifications in brackets by the translator and Archivist Mark G. Thiel,
2018.

Announcement.
There are 150 members of the St. Joseph, St. Mary’s Society. This year Mr. and Mrs. Sleepingbear were
baptized and married in the church. Eliza Rockingbear and Joe Elkboy’s child and James Blackbear’s child and
Joshua Spottedowl’s child were baptized and then died.
Jan. 9. Reddeer woman died on this day. Jan 14. On this day C. Little Elk died. Feb 24. On this day Alfred
Blackbear’s child died. Pray for him [her]. This year I went to Crow Creek Reservation and worked with
Father Ambrose. The people need help with regard to their faith and need prayers. I was there for one month
and they supported me. Those who helped me were these: Gregory turnaround $2.00. Makaogligle household
$5.00. Wakinyan ku, $1.00. St. Joseph Society $6.60.
I thank them for this. I then stopped at Lower Brule, and stayed for months and they helped me. Canteluzahan,
$.25, wife $.25, Joe Gika, $.50. Eugene Pahajata $1.25. Hoksila, $1.00. Henry Badhorse, $1.60. Last summer
at the [Catholic Sioux] Congress I gave advice regarding families. That they be in the church. In the Catholic
church we have the sacrament of Matrimony and this is very important. St. Paul said this, why do we not pay
attention to the marriage of Adam and Eve, and the marriage of Joseph and Mary. Our people should keep
these sacraments. We now know what they are. Baptism, Confession, Confirmation, Holy Communion,
Anointing of the sick, and Holy Orders. And this is what our Savior said: “Without me you can do nothing.” In
all these sacraments Christ will be present. So in the future at the Sisseton meeting [of the Catholic Sioux
Congress, Sisseton Wahpeton Indian Reservation, Sisseton, South Dakota], sacraments will be available.
Remember this. I sincerely shake your hands.
N. Black Elk.
Source: Marquette University, Bureau of Catholic Indian Missions Records, Series 14-1 General Publications, Šinasapa Wocekine
Taeyanpaha, Oversize 04-02, Microfilm reel 19.

------>
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A Pastoral Letter by Nick Black Elk in Šinasapa Wocekine Taeyanpaha
Bureau of Catholic Indian Missions Records, Series 14-1 Collected Publications
A pastoral letter by Nick Black Elk written at Manderson, Pine Ridge Indian Reservation, South Dakota, January 6, 1914, published in
Šinasapa Wocekine Taeyanpaha, St. Michael’s Mission, Fort Totten, Fort Totten Indian Reservation, North Dakota, Vol. 18, no. 7
(February 15, 1914): Verso of supplement without pagination. Translated from Lakota to English by Paul Manhart, S.J., 2002. The
letter refers to the Titanic, the Olympic-class passenger liner that became infamous for its collision with an iceberg and dramatic
sinking nearly two years earlier on April 14, 1912. Black Elk was familiar with trans-Atlantic travel by steamship from his trips to/
from Europe in 1886 and 1889, and uses this incident as a teachable moment.

Announcer.
We have a very fine church indeed: First of all we had a big Thanks, so that is what I shall say, this way:
Our church is very large and tall, inside a very large yellow lamp shines, and each day a bell is rung. Yes, my
Relatives, it is where you go to and come from home. It is right to examine this house. Though it be dark, it is
alright to see with this lamp. And though it be disagreeably hot, it is proper for you to listen for the bell. Since
the Catholic Church alone is very large within, there our Lord's Word resides. There is light, this bell, or the
priest that show up, so it is appropriate for us to go there and listen to them.
Yes, my Relatives, you know about things of this sort, have seen them, heard of them. You have been
instructed in South Dakota as Catholics to strive a bit for this world's honors. And God's honor you do not see
much because this is something we will already know.
Men of the United States constructed a very large and fast boat. We made many millions of dollars, so
that in a few nights one crossed the ocean. So, great rich men were alone able to do such, and poor men were
able to get rich. It was because of great honors that they travelled. They said never would the boat sink.
Yes, those rich men believed it. They did not know what they would come up against. So, one day they
struck against something, so that the boat they made sank from blindness, a difficulty that came over them, and
their fright was great. There were meantime two priests who were there. Many men in heaven would stop them.
And a small boat was there and a tiny one. Yet they were blind and were stopped. Something went on to say
this: My God is near to me.
I am near to you. He is near to me. At your cross I now stand. My song is near to me. When that was
said they went in. Yes, my Relatives, take a look. There was an accident due to a great honor. The trouble with
the world's honor is that the trouble is up above. In worldly honor we twitch. You pay your debts up above
when you are up against something. You do not see when you are struck by something large. You wander
about, a ghost that will wander about and sinks. There is a grave sin here. Then you will say: "Lord, Lord!" You
will say: "That is very troublesome, my Relatives." Desire to be close to our Savior. Desire to stay in our ship.
So the Savior says: "For poor men and sinful men I have come." So he speaks to them. In your heart the Savior
is born for you. He is such that he has great strength. So he said you will be given something truly the truth.
And when God helps you, he wants it to amount to something. Desire to see. That is what should be. So, my
Relatives, all about, this is what I announce. Give close attention to it.
My friends, all by grace, I am your friend and shake your hand.
Nick Black Elk Catechist
Source: Marquette University, Bureau of Catholic Indian Missions Records (Series 14-1 General Publications, Šinasapa Wocekine
Taeyanpaha, Box 26 Folder 3, Microfilm reel 19)
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A Pastoral Letter by Nick Black Elk in Šinasapa Wocekine Taeyanpaha
Bureau of Catholic Indian Missions Records, Series 14-1 Collected Publications
A pastoral letter by Nick Black Elk written at Greenwood, Yankton Indian Reservation, South Dakota, undated; published in Šinasapa
Wocekine Taeyanpaha, St. Michael’s Mission, Fort Totten, Fort Totten Indian Reservation, North Dakota Vol. 19, no. 7 (February 15,
1915): 3. Translated from Lakota to English by Patricia Catches the Enemy, Pine Ridge Indian Reservation, South Dakota, January
2019; requested by Holy Rosary Mission. Source: Marquette University, Bureau of Catholic Indian Missions Records (Series 14-1
General Publications, Šinasapa Wocekine Taeyanpaha, Box 26 Folder 3, Microfilm reel 19)

GREENWOOD, SD

ST. PAUL’S CHURCH

The CRYER
The Catholic Church requests to have a meeting. For the Lakota people, this coming spring, There will
be a large meeting on the Yankton (Reservation), there is to be this meeting where the headsmen will be there
too. The Coordinator of these meetings is Father Westropp. Nickolas Black Elk from Pine Ridge, SD is to be
there too. The third man is Yellow Bird. The man in charge of the Yankton gathering is Chief The Heart Of
Many People, he was an important Yanktonai Chief. The man who will carry the headdress is to be Samuel
One Star. John W. Howard will be the doorkeeper. Wm. Fine-eyes, John I. Little Owl will wear their robes.
Mm. Zephier is to lead the songs/hymns. These people will take charge of the main meeting.
So at the Yanktonai house, all the men there are members of the Catholic church, very upstanding in
their communities. Wm. Bean Sr.(Arapahoe), David Zephier, Jacob Little Owl, Amos Blue Legs, Charles
Cordier, Lighting Horse, and Red Lighting. These men had great status in their communities and they came
willingly. So, we welcome all the people who come from South Dakota, from North Dakota, Montana,
Nebraska and all who are Catholic people will be here and our hope is to continue this in the future, this is
what we intend to do. We want to do this important thing.
A while back, there was a Catholic priest named Father DeSmet, who came here to this part of the
country and at that time, the chiefs of that time, with the blessing of the Great Spirit adopted him as brothers.
Chief Struck By The Rees and his people were all baptized there. And then, from up north, the common people
all recognized that the goodness of God’s ways was also good for them and all peoples. So then, towards the
end, all of the common people understood that with the people that lived as God intended them to, it was all
very good. This is a great understanding (gift) we have been given.
So this great understanding is a memorial we are to carry forward for our people and future generations
to come. In that way, the Catholic church/community in your area, you are responsible. So those of you that
have seen and heard are responsible . The meetings are important to be kept, the rules and prayers are to be
kept going for the future. Keep that in your minds/hearts. That is all I am going to say. Then everything that
has happened at these general meetings, what took place, what was proposed and adopted for the benefit of all
peoples, every one remember that. This is the way it is.
My relatives, the Savior died on the cross for you and me so that we will live, this is the most grateful
thing I have to say to you.
Nickolas BlackElk

Catechist
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A Pastoral Letter by Black Elk in Šinasapa Wocekine Taeyanpaha
Bureau of Catholic Indian Missions Records, Series 14-1 Collected Publications
A pastoral letter by Nick Black Elk written at Holy Rosary Mission, Pine Ridge, Pine Ridge Indian Reservation, South Dakota,
January 17, 1914; published in Šinasapa Wocekine Taeyanpaha, St. Michael’s Mission, Fort Totten, Fort Totten Indian Reservation,
North Dakota, Vol. 18, no. 7 (February 15, 1914): 4. Translated from Lakota to English by Patricia Catches the Enemy, Pine Ridge
Indian Reservation, South Dakota, Jan. 2019; requested by Holy Rosary Mission. Source: Marquette University, Bureau of Catholic
Indian Missions Records (Series 14-1 General Publications, Šinasapa Wocekine Taeyanpaha, Box 26 Folder 3, Microfilm reel 19)

Holy Rosary Mission - Pine.Ridge, S.D.

January 17, 1914 (Page 4)

A meeting was held on the Cheyenne River reservation and Silas Fills The Pipe takes care of the
main house where the people will come. In that community, there was a Chief and John Kills One
Hundred, as also Red Dog were there. John was 62 years old when he was baptized January 14, his wife,
Susie, was 52 years old. And their child Elias Kills One Hundred and his wife Elizabeth, and their daughter
Annie, who also wanted to get married.
Lenard Foolish Woman and his wife Nancy, and their two daughters, Bessie and Lydia Eagle Shirt:
were all baptized there too.
John and Susie Kills One Hundred, and also Elias and Elizabeth Kills One Hundred, Lenard and wife
Nancy Foolish Woman were married there by Reverend Father Henry S.J. All of them talked respectfully
and received the holy communion, so that they completed a sacred event. This has made John Kills One
Hundred very happy, and this is what he said. "This is my eldest of four children, they are all well loved and
special, they will have a good future and a good family and he has earned leadership in our community.
Now that I am near death, I requested for the Episcopal minister to come here two times but they never
came. Sometime later, the Episcopal minister finally came and prayed too, but they could not do what I had
wanted them to do. Anyway, the Catholic priest did finish my requests in writing. This is what I thought,
even the Catholic church as to my understanding is truthful, respecting all I do and wanted done. And so my
relatives, this event I remember: our fathers went to Washington,D.C. and made this happen; that we
Catholics and the common people we will live together; this is what I remember. So, with all that I have
written and said, I am finished." So that is what he said.
These are the men who had finished the holy event there: Rev. Fr. Henry, S.J., James E. Grass and
myself, Nicholas Black Elk..
When the Great Spirit does something great, no one can deny it or take it away. As a man, know that
your day will come and no one knows when that will be. So, every day be prepared. With a good heart I shake
your hand.
Your friend,
Nick Black Elk

--->

RAYNOR MEMORIAL LIBRARIES
MUA_BCIMs14-1_SSWT_19-10_1915-05_Black_Elk trans.

A Pastoral Letter by Nick Black Elk in Šinasapa Wocekine Taeyanpaha
Bureau of Catholic Indian Missions Records, Series 14-1 Collected Publications
A pastoral letter by Nick Black Elk written at Ravinia, Yankton Indian Reservation, South Dakota, April 24, 1915; published in
Šinasapa Wocekine Taeyanpaha, St. Michael’s Mission, Fort Totten, Fort Totten Indian Reservation, North Dakota Vol. 19, no. 10
(May 15, 1915): 4. Translated from Lakota to English by Patricia Catches the Enemy, Pine Ridge Indian Reservation, South Dakota,
January 2019; requested by Holy Rosary Mission.
Source: Marquette University, Bureau of Catholic Indian Missions Records (Series 14-1 General Publications, Šinasapa Wocekine
Taeyanpaha, Box 26 Folder 3, Microfilm reel 19)

RAVINIA, S.D.

April 24, 1915

To all my relatives,
This is an announcement from the Yankton community that there was to be a huge meeting here;
however the meeting was changed lately. Your chiefs wrote a letter to us to announce the different
dates; August 7, 8, 9, and 10, 1915. This way every one in all the communities will know the changes.
So, it is important that you do whatever you have to do locally there, so that you will be able to
attend this meeting. All the work details you have to do there is what I mean. Please come to this
meeting of importance. You will see some really good things happen there.
With a grateful heart I shake your hand.
I am your friend,
Nick Black Elk
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A Pastoral Letter by Black Elk in Šinasapa Wocekine Taeyanpaha
Bureau of Catholic Indian Missions Records, Series 14-1 Collected Publications
A pastoral letter by Nick Black Elk written at Manderson, Pine Ridge Indian Reservation, South Dakota, March 22, 1816 [sic];
published in Šinasapa Wocekine Taeyanpaha, St. Michael’s Mission, Fort Totten, Fort Totten Indian Reservation, North Dakota Vol.
20, no. 9 (April 15, 1916): 4. Translated from Lakota to English by Paul Manhart, S.J., 2002.

My Relatives.
Our Savior did not live on Earth to no purpose. But since he would complete all things during 40 days,
he suffered thinking everything over. And for the sake of our souls, we believed in him and, it now being the
time when he beg a prayer for us. There would be suitable leaders he organized for us, a fellowship (a church).
He bade us receive, accept the faith, bade us believe something forever.
He chose 12 men, sent them to all nations, and our Lord, as he bade them all to do, so they did. As it is
for us, they died. And only one of the apostles, St. John did not die. In the end he made one to be a preacher for
them.
He kept saying: "Love everyone." Many times they continued telling this word to them. The message
even to this day holy men stand holding to it. Jesus said to the Twelve to wash one another 's feet. "Each of you
do this."
So, my Relatives, you who are christian be first to try walking. A person is not able to bring others,
prodding them, but for many years you may have wanted a man to believe, and it did not come about. But when
you first walked you would be able to get a good grasp on things. And when people give thought, they were
unable to perceive the meaning. Yes, this is the way it was. And I wanted them to remember some one thing.
Afterwards, we had a large meeting in a Yankton house/building. And the finish was accomplished. We
had a schoolroom they had completed. They said they would follow them. Yes, yes, remember this.
Gladly I shake your hands,
Nick Blackelk
Source: Marquette University, Bureau of Catholic Indian Missions Records (Series 14-1 General Publications, Šinasapa Wocekine
Taeyanpaha, Box 26 Folder 3, Microfilm reel 19)

--->

Letter of Black Elk
Sept. 20, 1934

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Black Elk again professes his Catholic faith after the publication of Black Elk Speaks (1932). Originally in Holy Rosary Mission archives. Now in Marquette University Archives:
MUA_HRM-RCISs01-1_01-05_1934-1. Eventually published in The Crossing of Two Roads: Being Catholic and Native in the United States (2003) pp. 139-140.

___________________________________________________________________________________

Letter of Black Elk, January 26 1934, to Holy Rosary Mission, professing his continued Catholic faith, after
John Neihardt published Black Elk Speaks (1932). Marquette University Archives MUA_HRM-RCISs01-1 -05_1934-2.
Eventually published in The Crossing of Two Roads: Being Catholic and Native in the United States (2003), pp. 138-139 .

Typescript copy of Private Letter from Black Elk to Father Gall,
translated and published by Charlotte Black Elk, March 4, 1948.
----------------------------------------------------------------------------Manderson, South Dakota
March 4, 1948
Where the Holy Father sits.1
My holy son, pity the Lakota of this first letter I am writing.
I have received your letter and have it here.
Your Holy Father knows me.
Now I too call him “the Great Holy Father”
because that is a sacred relationship.2
Indeed, he is the one who is fastened with iron chains,3
because he is the keeper of Wakan Tanka’s thoughts and laws,
he is the other sacred flower. 4
That is why I keep him in my heart.
Now my heart is getting sad - but my heart will never turn bad.
Ever since Wakan Tanka gave light to my heart, 5
it stands in light without end.
And now from your own thoughts,
a flower will grow in my heart.
Yes - that is how it is.
My people now stand in suffering
but the people are growing again
they will start to live again
that I believe.
The reason this will happen
there is a growing remembering of the sacred pipe.
I am Lakota alone, that is what I am named,
and Lakota, all of them, the hardest suffering of men
stand strong facing Wakan Tanka
that is why you defend them
That I know.
Now I am writing a book about the Ikce Wicasa 6
So now you will see my heart and mind,
you will see them fully.
That is how it is.
Yes - now in this house is a young man
he is called Canupa Yuha Mani. 7
I stayed with him three months.
My son lives here and now we are staying with him.
I went with him to a feast
I ate with him.
And with him I smoked the sacred pipe.
Whenever we are going to make a writing
we first pray
and we send a voice remembering you.
Canupa Yuha Mani has gone home now
It has been one month.
Ho - that is the way it is.
I have three children, two sons and one daughter.
The men have wives and the woman has a husband.
My first born son has six children, three daughters and one son,
My youngest son has four children, two daughter and two sons.
That is how it is.
These are my children
and I want them to live well on this earth.
Remember them in your prayers,

and when you say mass
we want you to remember us.

Marquette University Archives
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Now I believe in the black robes 8
and it is 30 years now that I have been a Catechist,
and I, along with my children, am catholic.
Ho - and so it is that the Ikce Wicasa from long ago
have known Wakan Tanka’s thoughts and his rules.
They do Wakan Tanka’s will on this earth.
What is done in the heavens - that too - in the same way
they do on earth.
And so because Wakan Tanka made everything
they believe these things are sacred.
That which you call “worship adore” - 9
we don’t do that,
however what Wakan Tanka made, that is sacred,
and so, we speak to what Wakan Tanka made in ceremony.
As I see it - we Lakota now have a hard life
and I saw how people lived long ago.
And so I know they lived well long ago.
Indeed, Wakan Tanka gave this whole world to the Ikce Wicasa
and to the people of the four relations. 10
It is so they could send a voice
that he gave it to them.
Ho - with these ceremonies
they could walk with their generations
on the sacred road.
They believed everything Wakan Tanka made was sacred
and with these things, they walk in a dancing manner.
The Ikce Wicasa know that
and they walk in the same manner.
Everything is sacred - sacred everywhere.
It belongs to Wakan Tanka because he touches it.
What he touches, they pray to
This is Wakan Tanka.
That’s how they pray with the sacred pipe
and they use it to send a voice.
Everything that has been made,
everything that flys
and the two leggeds
and the four leggeds
and everything that moves on the earth,
All these are put into the sacred pipe
and together with these
they send a voice,
because they too are people
and they want to live.
We don’t send a voice by ourselves,
all things made belong to Wakan Tanka
and together with them we are walking.
Now - my son - I am going to say this:
The way that I am and how I am,
Canupa Yuha Mani knows well.
I am here with my son who is named Ben.
On this day we are sitting so sickly,
my son broke his leg and we can’t go anywhere,
so here we sit.

Whatever Wakan Tanka wishes for us
that’s how we live.
And so you, remembering the wishes of our people
defend them,
because of that we ask Wakan Tanka for help
and we ask Him to hold us with pity in His heart
in order that the people will live again
and that whatever we do will be right That is what I want.
You have help for us from Wakan Tanka
that will be right
That is what I want.
Now that is all the talking I am going to do,
but first I want Wakan Tanka’s help for you
Yes - that is what I want.
With my heart and my children’s hearts together
with our hearts - we shake your hand.
May Wakan Tanka give you whatever help you need.
Your Father,
Nick Black Elk.
_____________________________________________________
Endnotes written by Charlotte A. Black Elk, 1983
1. Rome, Italy, the residence of the Pope.
2. Apparent reference to the Hunka rite.
3. Apparent reference to the symbolism of piercing during the
Sun Dance, when the dancer-symbolic of all the people prays for the entire universe to live.
4. Apparent reference to the “day-break flower of understanding”
in Black Elk’s great vision (see `Black Elk Speaks’).
5. Apparent reference to the light of understanding, usually
symbolized by the red and blue days.
6. The name the Lakota call themselves - a common man in the
world of the four relations - symbolic of the Lakota view that
none is above the other.
7. The name given by Black Elk to Joseph Epes Brown, author of
`The Sacred Pipe’.
8. Name used for Catholics, particularly the Jesuits.
9. Written in English in letter.
10. The four leggeds, two leggeds, the winged and taku skan skan.
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