
Here on the Pine Ridge Reservation, home to the Oglala Lakota people, 
many students only dream of going to college. More than 60 percent of  
children live below the poverty line. Statewide, the high school graduation 
rate for Native American students is less than 50 percent. And life expec-
tancy in Oglala Lakota County, where the reservation sits, is the lowest in 
the United States.

This year Red Cloud's graduates defied all of the negative statistics that 
plague young people on Pine Ridge. And one of them, nineteen-year-old 
Jacob Rosales, beat the most incredible odds. Not only is he going to college 
– he was accepted into seven of the nation’s eight Ivy League universities.

Jacob’s journey through high school wasn’t always easy. His family lives 
over an hour away from Red Cloud, making daily transportation to school 
all but impossible. Jacob’s mom decided to rent a trailer along one of the 
school’s bus routes so that he could get back and forth to campus. But it 
meant that he largely lived on his own – separated from his family during 
the school week and going home only on the weekends.

“I spent a lot of time alone at the trailer during sophomore and junior 
years. Being away from home has been the sacrifice I’ve had to make over the 
last four years,” he said. “But being away from home for that long has made 
me more independent. I’m not nervous about the future...and I’m more  
confident in my ability to go to college. I’ve grown, and I can see that now.”
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That growth came through grasping every opportunity that came his 
way. Last summer, at the urging of one of his counselors at Red Cloud, 
he took part in a summer internship program at the National Institutes of 
Health (NIH) just outside Washington, DC. He helped to staff a NIH lab, 
working alongside some of the world’s top scientists seeking breakthroughs 
in the fight against Parkinson’s disease. Although Jacob was always interested 
in a career in science, the experience opened his eyes to the possibility of 
becoming a physician.

“At NIH, I was working with a lot of really important figures in the  
field – people who have done so much to improve our understanding of 
genetics. It was really inspiring and, suddenly, it really felt like home,” said 
Jacob. “People on the reservation often get less care or are misdiagnosed.  
I want to become a general practitioner so that I can help make sure people 
here get the quality care they need.”

This summer Jacob will return to NIH and serve as part of a clinical 
team to gain experience working directly with patients. And in the fall, he 
will begin his pre-medical studies at Yale University.

Jacob credits his close-knit community – including family members, 
teachers, counselors, and friends – with helping him get this far. But  
staying connected to Lakota culture and heritage, he says, has been a  
foundation of his identity. At Red Cloud, he was able to begin learning the 
Lakota language for the first time: his grandmother spoke it fluently, but 
she passed away before he could learn from her. And now, as he leaves the 
reservation for college, he has every intention of carrying his culture and 
language with him.

“I’m going to a place where very few people know what it means to be 
Oglala Lakota. So I hope to impact the Yale community by sharing my  
culture with others,” he said. “Getting an education, keeping my culture 
alive, and continuing to learn and speak the Lakota language – that's all part 
of my plan." 

Jacob also plans to live out the Lakota virtue of Wačháŋtognaka, or 
living generously and with compassion. One of his college essays – which 
helped him earn admission to so many elite universities –  focused on an 
experience he had picking up a hitchhiker and what it taught him about the 
power of kindness. He says he wants to “continue practicing kindness when 
I get to college” and in the years to follow. And above all, he wants to come 
back and serve his people on Pine Ridge, where hope is so urgently needed.
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TOUGHEST ODDS

For many Lakota families on Pine Ridge, creating art is a core element of both cultural 
experience and economic necessity. Approximately 80 percent of reservation residents are un-
employed, simply because there is no infrastructure to create jobs. More than half of households 
here rely on a home-based enterprise for income – and of those, nearly 80 percent create and 
sell some form of traditional art. 

That’s where The Heritage Center comes into play. As part of its core mission, it has  
purchased and promoted the work of local artists for over three decades. 

As the gift shop’s manager and buyer, Carmen Little Iron selects the pieces that will line  
the gift shop’s walls and glass cases – everything from intricate bead and quillwork, to carved 
antler jewelry, to vibrant star quilts. Carmen regularly works with a pool of more than 100  
artists from the local Pine Ridge community as well as from reservations across the region.  
Her true goal, she says, is to help create sustainable sources of income for the Lakota artists  
who are keeping culture and heritage vibrant here.

“All the work we do is part of a broader mission for economic development on the  
reservation,” said Carmen. “Probably a third of the artists we purchase from survive solely 
by selling their artwork, and others use it to supplement other sources of income that aren’t 
enough to sustain their families. Our goal is to move toward economic self-sufficiency, and  
to honor and preserve traditional crafting practices for future generations.”
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RED CLOUD’S CLASS OF 2017 
CELEBRATE THEIR SUCCESS!

Over $2 MilliOn
Together, the 42 members of Red 
Cloud’s Class of 2017 earned over 
$2 million in college scholarships.

1:1 23              Our newest graduates will be 
             attending 23 colleges across 
             the country – from Brown to 
             Creighton and from the 
University of South Dakota to the  
University of California, Los Angeles.

95 %                   of the class of 
                   2017 will be 
                   going on to post-
secondary education, and  
one student will proudly  
serve in the Armed Forces.

OF
LAKOTA ARTISTS

The Heritage Center’s Gift Shop provides a needed source of income for 
local Native artists – and helps to preserve traditional crafting techniques 
for future generations.

Meet Our Artists!
The Heritage Center has launched an outreach and awareness campaign 
called Hówašte – which means “to speak with a good or beautiful voice” – 
to give artists a chance to share what inspires them to create. Each month 
features a new artist to discover.
Read their stories at www.redcloudschool.org/heritage/ourartists

Watch our new Video!
Red Cloud graduates are living  

examples of the Lakota virtue of 
Wačháŋtognaka, or living generously 
and with compassion. 

Discover how our newest graduates – 
including Jacob Rosales, Araceli Spotted 
Thunder, and other students featured  
in these pages – plan to serve their  
community and change the world.  

Watch online today – and support 
the next generation of Lakota leaders.  
www.redcloudschool.org/graduation
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  “I first learned I was accepted at Yale in December and all I 

   felt was pure happiness and excitement. And then I heard from 

   Harvard, and I was just awestruck,” said Jacob, who was also 

   admitted to Cornell, Columbia, the University of Pennsylvania, 

   Dartmouth, and Brown. “I don’t know exactly how I managed 

   it – but I am truly thankful for where I am right now.”
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and provide for Lakota students on the Pine Ridge Indian Reservation. 

Name             

Address            

City           State     Zip     

Email              

      I would like more information on naming Red Cloud in my will or trust. 

      I’ve remembered Red Cloud in my will.

      My company will match my gift! Name of company:      

                                      Have you made a donation but not received an acknowledgment? Let us know by calling 605/867-1105.



As you will read on these pages, there were many reasons to celebrate 
the graduation of Red Cloud’s class of 2017. But I felt a particular joy when 
I handed a Red Cloud diploma to a strong young woman named Araceli 
Spotted Thunder (pictured below). By supporting Red Cloud, you helped to 
change Araceli’s life – and I wanted to share her story with you.

As a child, Araceli never believed she would have the opportunity to go 
to college. Like many students on the Pine Ridge Reservation, her parents 
battled alcohol addiction and never finished high school. Without a role 
model to look up to, Araceli struggled in school and assumed her fate would 
look much like theirs. As she explains:

“For the longest time I knew I wanted to go to college, but could 
never actually see myself going. I didn’t expect to make it this far… I would 
always hear that a child ends up like one of their parents and I started to 
think ‘I’m going to end up like that, regardless of what I do.’”
But in eighth grade Araceli came to Red Cloud – and an entirely new 

future opened up to her. She began connecting with teachers and counselors 
and realized she could ask for the help she needed. She joined Red Cloud’s 
Tȟéča Wówapi Káǧa Okȟólakičhiye or TWKO (Young Writers Society), 
and discovered a passion for sharing her story through poetry. Surrounded by 
people who believed in her, Araceli thrived – inside the classroom and out. 

This fall, Araceli will defy her own expectations and become the first 
member of her family to go to college. She will study sociology at Minnesota 
State University – and plans to return to the reservation to help other Lakota 
students pursue their dreams. Whatever her future holds, I know she will 
change the world for the better.

Please continue to help make stories like Araceli’s possible. Share a gift 
with our students by returning the gift form attached to this newsletter. You 
might also wish to consider a bequest in your will. If you are updating your 
estate to include Red Cloud, here is sample language that may be helpful:
        • Outright gift of a sum of money: “I give to Red Cloud Indian School, 
Inc. the sum of $________.”
        • Outright gift of a share of residuary estate: “I give, devise, and bequeath 
to Red Cloud Indian School, Inc. all (or a percentage) of the rest, residue, and 
remainder of my estate.”

Whether it is a specific sum or a percentage of the residual, all are a great 
help to us. Your legal advisor may need some of the following information: 
our legal address is Red Cloud Indian School, Inc. and our address is  
100 Mission Drive, Pine Ridge, SD 57770-2100. Our Tax ID number is  
46-0275071. Red Cloud is a tax-exempt, religious educational nonprofit. 

Your support is what empowers our students to defy expectations each 
and every day. Please continue to be a part of their story.

Fr. George Winzenburg, S.J., President

(detach here, moisten glue strip and seal)

wóphila! Future college graduates. This spring, our high school 
seniors proudly walked across the graduation stage 
with an extraordinary education and a vision for their 
future. Your support does more than keep the lights 
on – it allows us to be innovative with our courses 
and comprehensive with our extracurricular activities. 
Wóphila!

Healthy, Nourishing Meals. Our students are able to 
focus on their studies because they are not focused 
on their stomachs. Your support helps us provide a 
complete breakfast, a healthy lunch, and an after-
school snack. Wóphila!

Economic Impact. The Heritage Center adds over 
$1 million into the local reservation economy by 
purchasing items from local artists and selling them 
through our internationally recognized gift shop. 
By supporting The Heritage Center’s work, you allow 
us to foster and encourage Lakota artists. Wóphila! 

Among the Lakota people, gratitude is one of the seven basic virtues. Another is generosity. 
Red Cloud is humbly grateful for your generous prayers and gifts that provided: 

dear friends,

Milwaukee Reception Raises Over $100,000 
to Support Red Cloud Students
On May 2, over 120 friends and supporters came 
together in Milwaukee, Wisconsin for a regional 
reception in support of Red Cloud’s work on Pine 
Ridge. Held at Marquette University’s Haggerty 
Museum of Art, those gathered had the chance to 
experience a stunning art exhibition called “Lakota 
Voices,” featuring 21 priceless pieces from The 
Heritage Center’s permanent collection. Red Cloud 
graduate and The Heritage Center’s curator Ashley 
Pourier ‘08 – who developed the exhibition – spoke 
to the group about the ways her education at Red 
Cloud has helped her fulfill her dream of a career in 
the arts. Through the generosity of those gathered, 
Red Cloud was able to meet a critical fundraising 
challenge – raising over $100,000 to support the 
annual cost of educating Red Cloud students.

The Red Cloud 
Indian Art Show

Q: What's the easiest way to help Red Cloud Indian School?

A: Shop on Amazon and the AmazonSmile Foundation will donate 
0.5% of the price of eligible purchases to Red Cloud – all you need  
to do is let them know we are your organization of choice!
     Simply visit Smile.Amazon.com and, when prompted, select  
"Red Cloud Indian School" as your charity to benefit. You get the 
products you need and, at the same time, impact lives here on the 
Pine Ridge Reservation! What could be simpler?

Parishioners Come Together for Confirmation
On a recent Sunday afternoon, fifteen members of 
Red Cloud’s churches from across the reservation 
received the sacrament of Confirmation, their final 
rite of passage into the Catholic faith. The stirring 
sounds of traditional Lakota drumming thundered 
like a collective heartbeat inside Holy Rosary 
Church and drifted across Red Cloud’s campus – as 
a group of families, relatives, and friends gathered 
in faith for a special Mass. 
    Adorned by a Confirmation stole, each candi-
date was blessed and anointed with holy oil by 
Bishop Robert Gruss of the Diocese of Rapid City. 
And in honor of their Lakota heritage and culture, 
each candidate received an eagle feather or plume 
to mark this significant moment in their spiritual lives. 

Red Cloud Receives Federal AmeriCorps Grant 
The Corporation for National and Community Service 
recently awarded Red Cloud an AmeriCorps grant of 
nearly $250,000 to support students’ academic 
success in literacy and STEM (Science, Technology, 
Engineering and Math). This year twenty-nine 
AmeriCorps members will support students through  
in-class, after school, and summer school activities, 
serving as teachers’ aides, library aides, and after 
school facilitators. Twelve members are recruited 
locally from Pine Ridge, and the remainder hail 
from all across the country, from as far away as  
Connecticut and California. AmeriCorps provides  
an opportunity for members to serve others, gain  
workforce experience, and earn an award to help 
fund their past or future educational costs.

Read the full story and sign up for our e-newsletter online at www.redcloudschool.org

On June 4, The Heritage Center opened its gallery doors for the 49th 
Red Cloud Indian Art Show – and welcomed visitors from the local com-
munity and around the world. Each summer, for nearly half a century, 
the Red Cloud Indian Art Show has celebrated the work of Native artists 
from tribes across North America. As the only show of its kind held on 
a reservation, it has emerged as one of the largest and longest running 
Native art exhibitions in the country.

“It’s been almost 50 years, but the show’s mission 
is still the same: to highlight the work of local and 
national Native artists and to share their incredible 
talent with the world.”

“We are so proud to have helped launch the careers of so many work-
ing artists, from right here on the Pine Ridge Reservation and from other 
tribal communities across the country,” said Mary Maxon, director of The 
Heritage Center. “We’re looking forward to creating more opportunities 
for Native artists to share their work – for many more years to come.”

‘OUR LANGUAGE  
 STRENGTHENS US’ 
   Community Gathers for the Annual Lakota 
   Language Camp

      or sisters Carrie and Brianna Beard – both recent Red Cloud graduates – 
       learning to speak the Lakota language isn’t something they do for 
       themselves. It’s about restoring the strength of their culture and community.

“We grew up with the language when we were younger, but we didn’t use it for 
a few years – and culturally, I felt like we were lost,” explained Carrie. Now, she 
says, after studying Lakota at Red Cloud, “I feel like I know who I am as a person, 
and who we are as a people. Our language strengthens us. It’s our identity.”

It’s the reason why, year after year, Carrie and Brianna return to campus to serve 
as youth leaders during the annual Lakhól’iya Wichóthi, or Lakota Language 
Camp. For four summers in a row, the camp has brought together students, 
teachers, and family and community members to advance language learning 
outside the classroom walls. It’s one core part of Red Cloud’s Lakota Language 
Project (LLP) – a comprehensive, youth-focused initiative working to nurture a new 
generation of Lakota speakers. With fewer than 6,000 fluent speakers alive today, 
the Lakota language is still endangered. 

Tama I’atala, the activities coordinator for the LLP, said this year’s camp pushed 
participants to engage in the language in a whole new way.

“We wanted to give our campers really practical language skills that they can use 
right away at home. So we focused on things we talk about every day – how to 
use the verbs for coming and going, and daily activities like serving and eating 
food,” said Tama. “The idea behind it was not forcing a generic or pre-planned 
conversation, but to really give our campers enough language proficiency – and 
the confidence they need – to converse in Lakota in any given situation.”

Even the youngest campers say they want to do more than just learn the language. 
They want to know it well enough to be able to share it with others – and 
revitalize the language for future generations. 

“Some people don’t know our language,” said one sixth-grade camper. “But if we 
still know the language and it’s still alive, and if we’re really, really good, then we 
can teach it to them.”

Read the full story at www.redcloudschool.org/news
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2018 marks the 50th anniversary of the Red Cloud Indian Art Show 
– and you are invited to the celebration! Join us for the gallery opening 
on Saturday, June 2, 2018 to meet artists from Pine Ridge and across the 
country. Or visit any time during the summer: the show will run from  
June 3 to August 12.

Make plans now to experience the show – as well as the history  
and beauty of our campus, the Pine Ridge Reservation, and the  
surrounding Badlands and Black Hills. 

Visit www.redcloudschool.org/artshow or contact The Heritage  
Center at 605-867-8257 for more information. 

You’re Invited! JOIN US TO CELEBRATE 
50 YEARS OF NATIVE ART

Shoshone Madonna II by Daniel McCoy, winner of this year’s Br. CM Simon, SJ Award.
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